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For unto us a Child is born -Unto us a Son is given.
Wishing you and your families
the Gift of Faith,
the Blessings of Hope
and the Peace of His Love
at Christmas and always.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Abouna Joseph

Finding Our Lord in the Temple
Sat. Dec. 29 @ 4:00 PM Liturgy Celebrated for:

+Frederick M. McDermott, Jr. as requested by a Lon and Matthew Elliot
Sun. Dec. 30 @ 10:30 AM Liturgy Celebrated for:

1 Year Memorial for + Boulos Abdu Saab and
1 Year Memorial for + Michel Saba Massoud as requested by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Saab and family

Schedule for New Year’s Liturgies
Holy Day of Obligation
Circumcision of the Lord/ New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
Liturgy will be celebrated at 11:30 AM- One Time Change ONLY for this day!

Holy Day of Obligation
Feast of the Glorious Epiphany
Sat. Jan. 5 @ 4:00 PM Liturgy Celebrated for:

+Intention of the celebrant
Sun. Jan. 6 @ 10:30 AM Liturgy Celebrated for:

+All deceased members of the Feghali families as requested by Madeline Asack and family
+Emile Saba as requested by Mr. and Mrs. George Lattouf and family
+Nacklie and Marie Nessralla as requested by the family

For the Month of December
Bread & wine for the Holy Gifts are given to the glory
of God and in loving memory of
+Bolus and Rose Saba and all deceased members of the
family by the family
Vigil candle for the Gospel Throne is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+John and Amanda Nessralla by Shirley, Diane and Joyce

Lectors’ Schedule

Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018
English: Kevin
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018

Sanctuary candle for the Tabernacle is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+Naja Nessralla by the family
Vigil candle for Shrine of St. Theresa is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+Nacklie and Marie Nessralla by the family

English: Michelle
Arabic: Sadie

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways by the prophets, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains
all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the
angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I
have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son’? And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s
angels worship him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He
makes his angels winds, and his servant’s flames of
fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God,
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.’ And, ‘In the beginning,
Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the
work of your hands; they will perish, but you
remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they
will be changed. But you are the same, and your
years will never end.’
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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘do not be afraid; for see I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!’ When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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“Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they have
heard and seen…”
Dear Beloved Parishioners,
One of the best joyful times throughout the year is Christmas season. It is
not a mere remembrance of the Nativity of Jesus, it is a motive and a strong
reason to open our hearts, the best manger, so that the Divine Child may
renew it and refresh it by His presence.
As Jesus was born many got ready and set out on a long trip to come and
worship Him, but on the other hand, many were seeking the Child’s life.
How, do you think, is the best way to get ready for the Nativity of the
Lord? Here’s what the Magi did: they brought Him gifts, after they
worshiped Him. The shepherds glorified and praised God and talked openly
about Him. Joseph and Mary spent their lives with Him.
Brothers and sisters, it is a real time of grace. Let us set aside time to
ponder the word of God. Let us come to Him as He Himself came to us and
offer Him, as the prayer says, “the desires of our hearts, the submission of
our souls, the adoring reverence of our bodies and the invocations of our
lips. May this be a worthy preparation for Your Pure Nativity…”
I wish you a Merry Christmas and a joyful New Year. Please, take time to
pray and to thank the Lord for all the gifts He has given us, so that we
may glorify Him for ever and ever. Amen
God bless,
Abouna Joseph Daiif
Pastor

Our Christmas decorations are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:
Abdallah and Richidi Ackil, son Faris
Peter and Josephine (Ackil) George
Gordon Solomon
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Arcy and family
Peter and Margo Asack
George Sarkis Asack, Sr.
Genevieve and Youseff Feghali family
Peter G. Asiaf, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Asiaf, Sr., sons Bruce, Peter Jr. and
daughter Dian
Juliette and John Asiaf
All deceased members of the Altar Society
Anis and Mary El Adem
Tanios & Mariam Emil El Hajj
Leila Feghaly
Kristen M. Ettensohn, granddaughter of
Frederick E. & Rosarina Hassan
Mr. & Mrs. Manthala George, Sr.
Dr. William George
Abraham George
Joseph George
Mike George
Margaret George
Geraldine George
Mary George Davin, and daughter Debbie Davin Sperre
Mr. and Mrs. Fred George, Sr., and family
Joseph and Lorice Hashem , son Steven
William and Catherine Hansbury
Fred and Mary Hebshie
Robert Hebshie
Taminie & Massad Hassan
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Hassan, Sr.
Mr. Haikal K. Haikal
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Khoury
Ernest and Anne LaFranchise
Hameed and Catherine Macary
Mary Matook
Mr.. & Mrs. Arthur McGrail and son Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Madonna, sons Vincent, Arthur,
Salvatore (Sal) and Grandson James
Mr. and Mrs. Augustino Madonna
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Madonna, son Michael and
Granddaughter Rebecca
Howard Lake and daughter Debra Lake Moran
Martha, Mary, and Mansur Nessralla
John and Amanda Nessralla
Boutrossieh Nessralla

Nacklie and Marie A. Nessralla
Mr. Antoine Nessralla
Naja Nessralla
Philomena Nessralla
Kozahya, Hanne, and Philomena Nessralla
George Moses
Alan J. Poirier
Kim Asiaf Rosenfelt
Bolus and Rose Saba, and all deceased members
Emile Saba
Philip and Jeannette Saba, Sr.
Evelyn Saba
Paul and Trenetta Saba, and son William
Elias and Minnie Saad
Henry Samia
James Samia family and all deceased members
Tofie and Theresa Samia, and son John, Jr.
George Samia
Leo and Alice Smith, son John and Cousin Peter Smith
Raymond Stulpin family and all deceased members
Rosemarie and Arthur Sylvaria Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sylvaria Sr. and family
Thomas and Sadie Stevens
Louis and Mary Stevens
Francis and Celia Schenck
The USA Military and all the Veterans
Toohey family
Marie Webby family and all deceased members
Antonios and Marguerite Wakim
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Williams
All deceased members of St. Theresa Parish family

