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“ I will let fall from Heaven a Shower of Roses.”
~Saint Theresa of Lisieux~ “The Little Flower

For unto us a Child is born
unto us a Son is given.
Wishing you and your family
the Gift of Faith,
the Blessings of Hope
and the Peace of His Love
at Christmas and always.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Abouna Joseph
and
St. Theresa Parish Family

Schedule for Christmas Liturgies

Saturday, December 24, 2016
Children’s Live Nativity
Vigil of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord

Liturgy in English at 4:00 PM
Saturday, December 24, 2016
Vigil of The Glorious Birth of Our Lord
Midnight Liturgy in Arabic at 11:00 PM

Sunday, December 25, 2016
The Glorious Birth of Our Lord
Liturgy at 10:30 AM

Schedule for New Year’s Liturgies

Saturday, December 31, 2016
Liturgy will be celebrated at 4:00PM

Holy Day of Obligation
Circumcision of the Lord/ New Year’s Day
Sunday, January 1, 2017
Liturgy will be celebrated at 11:30 AM——-One Time Change ONLY for this day!

MYA [Maronite Young Adults]
Liturgy will be celebrated at 6:00 PM Sunday, January 1, 2017

For the Month of December
Bread & wine for the Holy Gifts are given to the glory
of God and in loving memory of
+Bolus and Rose Saba by the family
Vigil candle for the Gospel Throne is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+Naja Nessralla by the family
Sanctuary candle for the Tabernacle is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+Nacklie and Marie Nessralla by the family
Vigil candle for Shrine of St. Theresa is given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
+Peter L. Asack, Sr. by Margo Asack and family

Lectors’ Schedule

Saturday, Dec. 24, 2016
Religious Education Students
Sunday, Dec. 25, 2016
English: Michelle
Arabic: Sadie

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways by the prophets, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains
all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the
angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I
have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son’? And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s
angels worship him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He
makes his angels winds, and his servant’s flames of
fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God,
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.’ And, ‘In the beginning,
Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the
work of your hands; they will perish, but you
remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they
will be changed. But you are the same, and your
years will never end.’
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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘do not be afraid; for see I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!’ When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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TIME, TALENT & TREASURE
STEWARDSHIP: A WAY OF LIFE

Parish Support : Offertory needed each week
$ 2,000.00 Our offertory is needed for the following: Parish
Assessment, paid monthly from Feb. thru Nov: $750.00
Parish Building Insurance, paid monthly from Jan. thru Nov:
$970.00. Offertory received: 12/18/16 $ 1,369.00

Welcome New Parishioners: If you are
new to our parish, please fill out a
registration form, which may be found
on the table at the back of the church, and return it
to us, so you may be added to our mailing and
email list. We express a warm welcome to you
and your family to our parish family.
We are asking for volunteers to assist
in snow shoveling and using the
snow blower to remove the snow
from each entry way of the church.
When a snow storm falls on a
weekend the entry ways must be
cleared by the times of the liturgies. If you are
able to lend a hand please contact Fr. Joseph or
Paula as soon as possible. God bless.
Please join us.... for Coffee Hour
in the Parish Hall each Sunday following
Divine Liturgy. Visit with family and
friends.
Religious Education Calendar
Sun. Dec. 25—Jan. 1, Christmas Recess

Sun. Jan. 8
Class 11
First Sunday after Epiphany

St. Theresa Church
Invites you to our Annual Hafli
on Saturday, April 22, 2017
More details
Coming Soon!

The Holy Mysteries are celebrated: Saturdays at 4:00 PM;
Sundays at 10:30 AM; 7:00 PM Holydays
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation: Available any time on
request.
Ministry to the Sick: If a parishioner is seriously ill at home
or in the hospital, please call the church office to arrange for
Communion or the Anointing of the Sick.
Holy Mysteries of Baptism and Chrismation: Please make
arrangements with the pastor at least one month in advance.
Sponsors must meet particular requirements of church law;
parents must consult with the pastor before inviting someone
to serve as a sponsor.
Holy Mystery of Crowning: Please consult with the pastor
to make arrangements at least 6 months in advance of
proposed date in order to avoid any difficulty in scheduling

Arabic Classes: Arabic classes will
resume on Sunday, January 8, 2017 at 9:30 AM.
Registration for each week of January is
$25.00 per student. Ahlan Wa Sahlan!

Memorials 2017: If you
would like to offer the Bread
and Wine for the Holy Gifts,
Vigil Light for the Gospel
and Shrine, or the Sanctuary
Lamp for the Tabernacle, the following months
and items are available for the coming year.
Sanctuary Lamp—February, June, July, August,
November
Vigil Light for the Gospel—April, May, July, August
September, November
Bread and Wine—April, June and July
Vigil Light for the Shrine of St. Theresa—April, May,
June, July, August, November

Call the church office to schedule your month.
Donations for each item are $25.00 per month.
Memorials will be noted in the bulletin in the
month you select.

Beloved Parishioners of Saint Theresa Church,
“Today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you who is
Christ the Lord.” (Luke: 2:11).

With these words the Angel proclaimed the good news to
humanity. It is truly an amazing and joyful day in which we join
Christians all over the world in welcoming into our hearts the Prince of
Peace, the one who changed the world.
It has been nearly seven months since my appointment to this
parish, and this is our first Christmas together. I am blessed to be your
servant, your pastor and your son. I thank God for all the gifts he has
granted us, so that we may worship Him together, for His Glory. I am
proud to belong to the family of Saint Theresa Church, which I love
and respect so much. I thank all of you for your trust, for your love,
and for your prayers.
As you celebrate this Christmas, I ask you to remember in your
prayers all the needy families in the world, all the persecuted Churches,
and all those whose hearts are still troubled with hatred, grudges and
all those who do not believe in the logic of love.
May this New born Child, Jesus, grant you peace, love and
strong faith, with the intercession of His Mother Mary Our Lady of
Lebanon. Amen.
God bless,
Father Joseph Daiif

Our Christmas decorations are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:
Louis G. & Josephine H. Akeke
Bahea Akeke
Albert Akeke
Sarah Akeke
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Arcy family
Peter Asack, Sr.
George Sarkis Asack, Sr.
Genevieve and Youseff Feghali family
Peter G. Asiaf, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Asiaf, Sr., sons Bruce, Peter Jr. and
daughter Dian
Juliette and John Asiaf
All deceased members of the Altar Society
Anis and Mary El Adem
Tanios & Mariam Emil El Hajj
Kristen M. Ettensohn, granddaughter of
Frederick E. & Rosarina Hassan
Mr. & Mrs. Manthala George, Sr.
Dr. William George
Abraham George
Joseph George
Margaret George
Geraldine George
Mary George Davin
Mr. and Mrs. Fred George Sr., and family
Joseph and Lorice Hashem , son Steven
William and Catherine Hansbury
Fred and Mary Hebshie
Robert Hebshie
Taminie & Massod Hassan
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Hassan
Haikal K. Haikal
James S. and Anna Kay
Edward Kamel
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Khoury
Ernest and Anne LaFranchise
Hameed and Catherine Macary
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur McGrail and son Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Madonna, sons Vincent, Arthur,
Salvatore (Sal) and Grandson James
Mr. and Mrs. Augustino Madonna
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Madonna, son Michael and
Granddaughter Rebecca
Chickrey and Katherine Mansour
Howard and daughter Debra Lake Moran
Mr. Antoine Nessralla
Martha, Mary, and Mansur Nessralla

John and Amanda Nessralla
Boutrossieh Nessralla
Nacklie and Marie A. Nessralla
Joseph J. Nessralla
Mansur and Mary Nessralla, son George and
Daughters Anne Petrowski, Christine Nessralla
Naja Nessralla
Philomena Nessralla
Kozahya, Hanne, and Philomena Nessralla
Alan J. Poirier
Kim Asiaf Rosenfelt
Bolus and Rose Saba, and all deceased members
Philip and Jeannette Saba, Sr.
Evelyn Saba
Elias and Minnie Saad
Henry Samia
The James Samia family and all deceased members
Tofie and Theresa Samia and son John, Jr.
George Samia
Leo and Alice Smith, son John and Cousin Peter Smith
Thomas and Sadie Stevens
Louis and Mary Stevens
Francis and Celia Schenck
Toohey family
Antonios and Marguerite Wakim
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Williams
All deceased members of St. Theresa Parish family

